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Some single moms’ programs in churches will have an allotted portion of the church’s overall budget. It is great 
when that happens! However, contingent upon the size of your church and the age of your ministry, it is possible 
that your church has not been able to allocate funding to support the program.  And if they have, it may be a 
portion of what is actually needed to run the program. For example, the budget may cover food costs or childcare 
needs, but may not cover anything beyond that. That said, if your team has received permission to do something 
special, such as host a community-wide single moms’ event or support a single mom through a financial hardship 
she may be suffering, it may be necessary to begin an effective fundraising strategy. 

Single moms support ministries, outreaches, and programs in churches is still considered a new concept in 
some churches, as it wasn’t a ministry that may have been needed even two decades ago. This often means that 
churches have not allocated a budget for the single moms’ program, as of yet.  Many single moms’ ministries 
have to be creative in their fundraising efforts. We hope these tips will give you some new ideas on raising 
money to further your ministry to single parents in your church. Fundraising can be used for the sustainability 
of the future of the ministry, individual single mom needs that may be within your ministry, special events you 
would like to host, such as Christmas Parties or Conferences, or simply to enhance what you are already doing 
within the ministry.  
 
[Note: Before beginning any fundraising efforts for your single moms’ program, be certain that you have 
discussed the needs with your church leadership team (pastors, associate pastors, missions directors, etc.) and 
that exclusive permission has been granted to proceed with fundraising. We do not recommend any fundraising 
without the blessing and approval of your church leadership team. It is always important that you honor the 
church leadership that has granted permission to host a single moms’ support group at their church!].

Below you will find details and strategies on:

1.	 Fundraising Best Practices
2.	 Easy Ways to Raise Funding for Your Single Moms’ Program

Through the years we have been so impressed by the passion and vigor that single moms’ support group leaders 
have for their single moms’ ministries. For example, one single moms’ program in Minnesota held yard sales and 
bake sales multiple times in order to raise the funding necessary to host a city-wide single moms’ event and to 
fly in a speaker to bless the moms.  They planned the event for more than two years before it actually happened! 
That’s diligence and passion!

Did you know that the first National TLSM Conference held back in 2015 by our ministry was planned, 
prepared, and prayed about for over 8 years? That’s right. It took 8 years of planning, asking God for His perfect 
timing, awaiting church leadership permissions, and raising the funding necessary to host an event of such size 
and magnitude.  Our point? Fundraising, event planning, and single moms’ ministry, in general, takes time. 
Establishing deep roots that will sustain and grow always takes time, so don’t be in a hurry to make something 
happen. Be diligent. Be prepared. Be passionate. Be prayerful. And be patient.
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The Life of a Single Mom was birthed in our founders’ heart many years ago (1999), and there was much waiting 
and praying before the ministry actually launched in 2007. There was still more waiting for it to grow to the size 
it easy today. Even after the launch of our first single mom’s group in a local church, there were no financial 
resources available to sustain the ministry. We had our “yes” from our pastoral team, which we were grateful for, 
but we needed additional resources in order to see the ministry thrive and grow. Therefore, we had to get creative 
at fundraising. 

Fundraising Best Practices:

•	 Consider in-kind donations first.  In short, in-kind donations are the provision of goods or services to 
nonprofits and churches, in lieu of financial support. In-kind donations are basically non-cash support 
to a ministry.  In our experience, in-kind donations are often much easier to procure than a cash 
donation, as it will likely not cost the donor as much as a cash donation would. Examples of in-kind 
donations can be endless, but may include: restaurant gift cards, a purse from a local boutique, a hair 
cut from a local salon, desserts from a local bakery, gift cards to various shopping venues, a set of pots 
from a local kitchen specialty store, and so much more. In-kind donations can help stretch a limited 
budget for an event, such as off-setting food costs with donations of entrees from a local restaurant, or 
it can enhance the overall event experience by providing fun door prizes from area businesses.  (Note: 
Be certain to keep an extensive list of all donations to provide thank you notes and receipts after 
the event from your church’s accounting department. Also, the accounting department will want to 
know the value of the item for accounting purposes, so record that information, when picking up the 
donation).  

•	 Make donations easy by having a website where donations can be made. Make the process a smooth 
one. People can give up if the process is too complicated. Ensure that your church’s website has 
a place to allocate funding for single mothers, such as an “other” bucket.  Further, keep a running 
list of donors who are giving, so that you can send an appropriate thank you card for their efforts.  
Your church’s accounting department will appreciate you keeping track of those who have given to 
specifically support a single moms’ event or ministry. It helps them to keep funding “buckets” separate 
for special events.  This process needs to be clarified with your church’s bookkeeper or accounting 
team to ensure the process is easy for all. 

•	 Create a standard fundraising letter. Type up a letter on church letterhead including the tax 
identification number and ask local businesses to jump on board with your fundraising efforts. You 
will be surprised how many businesses are interested in supporting single mothers, particularly if 
there are advertising opportunities, such as a thank you from the stage, social media shout-out, or 
distribution of the company’s flyer at the event. We have not, because we ask not. (Please be certain 
that you work with the church pastor, secretary, or administration, before proceeding with solicitation 
efforts). Letters should include the following: letterhead or church logo, tax identification number, 
address, phone number, and website, details about the single moms’ event (e.g. date of event, location 
of event, why its being held, agenda, and anticipated number of attendees), details about the single 
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moms’ program at the church (number of participants, frequency of meetings, why it was started, etc.), 
and statistics relevant to the community, e.g. There are 12% of our community’s households being led 
by single mothers. Be concise with your request and always follow up. 

•	 Always follow-up with a formal thank you letter and receipt. After you event is over (if applicable), 
always send a formal thank you that details what happened at the event, how the donors’ support was 
utilized, and how it made a difference in the lives of single mothers. Receipts should only be issued by 
your church’s accounting department or bookkeeper to ensure appropriate financial stewardship and 
processes are adhered to. Work closely with your church team to clearly define roles. 

•	 Keep a list for future support.  Donors may have interest in supporting your ministry, event, or 
program on an annual basis, so keep a list of donors for future requests. Be careful not to create donor 
fatigue by asking too frequently. Communicate with your donors about what their interests are and 
how frequently they may be willing to support your efforts.  

•	 Develop relationships with your donors.  Relationship is critical to understanding why donors are 
supporting your ministry efforts and in building trust necessary for donors to know that you are 
stewarding their support well.  Communication with donors is key.

Easy Ways to Raise Funding to Support Your Ministry:

•	 Bake sales. The good old-fashioned bake sale is a tried and true way to raise hundreds, if not 
thousands of dollars. It’s the only time that people will pay $10 for a brownie that’s little more than an 
inch long! This is also a great way to get the single moms and kids of your group involved, too. Don’t 
hesitate to get single mothers in your support group involved in the fundraising process! It helps create 
pride and ownership within the ministry. This ministry is for them! Their support of fundraising efforts 
helps them.  

•	 Garage sales. Your trash, their treasure. Have a big garage sale at your local church or hold a multi-
family sale at someone’s home. Enlist the help of church members. Have all the single moms to bring 
items that they want to get rid of. Not only is this a great way to get your single moms involved, it also 
serves a great need in the community of providing low-cost goods to families who need them.  (Not to 
mention the whole “going-green” thing!) 

•	 Praise & worship nights or concerts. Often, churches have access to amazing singers and worship 
bands. Host a single moms’ worship night and take up an offering that will go to single mothers’ 
ministry at your church. This is also a great way for you to highlight what you are currently doing in 
single moms’ ministry, how it is changing lives, and beautiful testimonies of women who have been 
blessed by the efforts. 

•	 Online auctions. These are part of the new age of online technology. Online auctions prove to be 
simple and easy. Simply have local businesses donate goods and services and advertise a week-long 
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(day-long or month-long is fine, too) advertising event on your website or even on a social media 
page, like Facebook. We’ve been able to raise hundreds of dollars via social media silent auctions. 
There are tons of online companies that help at little to no charge. 

•	 Luncheons and galas. These events bring out people’s generous side. Put together a low-cost dinner or 
luncheon at your church and sell tickets to the event or take up an offering at the event. These events 
can be as laborious and complex or as simple and easy as you would like. Big events can bring in 
thousands of dollars that can be used to make real impact of the lives of single mothers through things 
like rental assistance, emergency food distribution, post-secondary education, car repairs, etc.  

•	 Corporate sponsorships. Sell marketing corporate sponsorships to businesses for your events. Offer 
packages at different price points that allow businesses to support your ministry, but also receive 
an advertising bonus, as well. Examples of marketing sponsorships could include social media 
recognition, placement in the program flyer, a formal thank you from the stage at the event, flyer 
distribution about the company at the event, or vendor booth set-up for that company at your event.  

•	 Have a friendly competition among volunteers. Create a fun Saturday Sales Blitz in your office 
or home, where volunteers can come volunteer an hour of their time to make phone calls to local 
businesses and individuals. Give prizes to those who raise the most money. It’s a great team-building 
activity for an even greater cause! 

•	 Host a car wash. Use single moms and their kids! We’ve hosted tons of car washes and they wind 
up being a great day of laughs and team-building. We also found that a local hardware supply store 
donated all the materials (buckets, towels, water hoses, etc), and people were very generous! 

•	 Walk or Fun Run. While these can be a little more labor intensive, they are often used to raised 
thousands of dollars and only have to be done one time (or annually).  It’s a great way to get 
your single moms moving, as an extra bonus.  Corporations will supply food and buy marketing 
opportunities for such events. 

•	 Target single mom-owned businesses for donations. Single moms know how hard the journey is and 
are sensitive to the needs of their peers. We have found that single mom owned businesses are very 
generous with silent auction items, gift cards, or even donating services for certain events. 

•	 Have a meeting with your pastoral team for future budget considerations. Sometimes the executive 
team simply does not know the needs that are presenting themselves within your single moms’ 
ministry. Request a meeting with decision-makers at your church about including a portion of the 
church’s budget to be allotted for the needs of the single moms’ ministry.
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The Life of  a Single Mom is a national, faith-based, nonprofit that exists to see that no single mom walks alone. To date, we have worked 
with more than 1,500 churches & community groups to start or improve a single mom’s support group in cities throughout the U.S. and 

beyond. We have a large array of  books, curriculum, training materials, and online instructional videos to support ministry leaders who lead 
single moms. Our single mom programs focus on empowering single moms to grow spiritually, emotionally, financially, and parentally through 
a number of  projects including: Single Mom University, Single Moms Across America, the National TLSM Single Moms Conference, and a 

variety of  programs throughout the U.S. For more information, visit www.thelifeofasinglemom.com
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